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SUBJECT: VISIT OP NKOMO TO SWEDEN 

REF: STOCKHOLM 1998 

1 . EMBASSY OPPICER RECEIVED BRIEFING FROM SWEDISH MPA 
OPFICIAL WHO PARTICIPATED IN VISIT OF JOSHUA NKOMO TO 
STOCKHOLM MAY 9-1 1. NKOMO, WHO CAME TO STOCKHOLM DIRECTLY 
PROM HIS MEETINGS IN LONDON, MET WITH LEADING GOS OPFICIALS, 
DISCUSSED THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, AND REVIEWED 
COOPERATION WITH SWEDEN. 

2. NKOMO HAD A PULL SCHEDULE DURING HIS PIRST VISIT TO SWEDEN, 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STOCKH 02055 I2I403Z 

AND HAD MEETINGS WITH POREIGN MINISTER SODER, MPA OPPICERS, 

AID MINISTER ULLSTEN, THE SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (SIDA), SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
LEADER OLOP PALME, CHURCH GROUPS, THE PRESS, AND 
THE APRICAN AMBASSADORS. HIS REMARKS TO THE PRESS 
ARE REPORTED REPTEL. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


3. AT THE MFA NKOMO REVIEWED HIS TALKS WITH SECRETARY 
VANCE IN LONDON AND THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN SITUATION. 
TALKS WITH VANCE WERE NECESSARY, HE SAID, BECAUSE OF 
SERIOUS DOUBTS ABOUT THE ADVISABILITY OF THE APPROACH 
UK FOREIGN MINISTER OWEN SEEMED TO BE PURSUING IN 
PROPOSING A CO-SPONSORSHIP ROLE FOR THE US, DOUBTS 
WHICH HAD BEEN MADE CLEAR TO OWEN WHEN HE WAS IN AFRICA. 
NKOMO TOLD MFA THAT HE HAD NOT QUITE UNDERSTOOD WHAT 
"CO-SPONSORSHIP" MEANT, AND THOUGH HE THOUGHT THE US 
SHOULD PLAY A PART IN BRINGING ABOUT A SOLUTION IN 
ZIMBABWE, HE OPPOSED A FORMAL ROLE FOR THE US IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THE BRITISH BECAUSE IT WOULD BRING 
COMPLICATIONS, OTHER FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT, AND 
"CONTROVERSY" INTO THE REGION AND ANY CONFERENCE 

(SEE REFTEL). 

4. NKOMO EXPLAINED TO MFA OFFICIALS THAT WHEN HE HAD 
TALKED TO SECRETARY VANCE AND EXPLAINED THE CONCERNS 
OF THE NATIONALISTS ABOUT THE PROPOSALS FLOATED BY OWEN, 
THE SECRETARY HAD AT ONCE ASSURED HIM THAT THE US DID NOT 
INTEND TO PLAY SUCH A ROLE IN THE INDEPENDENCE PROCESS. 
NKOMO STATED THAT HE TOOK THIS AS A US WITHDRAWAL 
FROM THE PROPOSALS. MFA OFFICIAL NOTED THAT NKOMO 
APPARENTLY SEES A ROLE FOR THE US IN APPLYING PRESSURE 

TO THE BRITISH, SMITH AND VORSTER OUTSIDE A FORMAL 
FRAMEWORK, AND THAT NKOMO INDICATED SEVERAL TIMES THAT 
HE STILL IS NOT CERTAIN WHAT "CO-SPONSORSHIP" ENTAILS. 

5. PRESS REPORTS ON WASHINGTON LEAK OF OUTLINES OF 
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BRITISH PLAN, WHICH IMPLIED JOINT US-UK EFFORT, 

APPEARED HERE JUST AS NKOMO WAS LEAVING. IN RESPONSE 
TO QUESTION FROM MFA OFFICIAL ON WAY TO AIRPORT, NKOMO 
STATED IT WAS STILL HIS IMPRESSION THAT THE US IS 
NO LONGER INTENDING TO PLAY A "CO-SPONSORSHIP" ROLE. 

6. IN DISCUSSING CONTINUED NEGOTIATIONS, NKOMO 
MAINTAINED THAT THE BRITISH MUST MAKE THE AIMS OF 
TALKS, AND PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESS, CLEAR. T DO NOT 
SEE," HE TOLD THE MFA, "THAT THE ELEMENTS (FOR ANOTHER 
CONFERENCE) ARE THERE JUST THREE MONTHS AFTER GENEVA... 
WHAT HAS CHANGED... WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS TO REMOVE 
THE CAUSE OF WAR, THAT IS, MR. SMITH." 

7. NKOMO DISCUSSED THE NEED FOR AID FOR REFUGEE CAMPS 
IN GENERAL TERMS, AND CLAIMED CONTINUED PROGRESS 

IN PATRIOTIC FRONT COORDINATION. MFA OFFICIAL ADDED THAT 
GOS HAS RECEIVED REQUESTS FOR HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
FROM ZANU AND ZAPU, AND A DECISION, PRESUMABLY POSITIVE, 
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SHOULD BE TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

8. NKOMO LEFT STOCKHOLM MAY 1 1 TO SPEND SOME TIME 
IN EAST BERT , IN. HE APPARENTLY WILL NOT BE ATTENDING 
THE MAPUTO UN CONFERENCE ON NAMIBIA AND ZIMBABWE, 

ACCORDING TO MFA SOURCE. 

PERRY 
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